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GOBLET,	  TeSS,	  BD2K…	  
‘e-‐learning’	  

an	  ELIXIR-‐GOBLET	  workshop	  	  	  	  
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GOBLET:	  www.mygoblet.org	  

•  Biggest	  recurring	  question	  	  
•  What’s	  the	  difference	  between	  GOBLET	  &	  TeSS?	  

•  Answer…?	  	  
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GOBLET:	  training	  portal	  
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GOBLET:	  training	  portal	  
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GOBLET:	  a	  repository	  
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TeSS:	  tess.oerc.ox.ac.uk	  

•  TeSS	  is	  a	  portal/platform	  for	  disseminating,	  discovering	  &	  

packaging	  training	  resources	  

•  primarily,	  by	  aggregating	  information	  from	  ELIXIR	  Nodes	  	  

•  also	  from	  various	  3rd-‐party	  ‘content’	  providers	  
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Why	  is	  TeSS	  needed?	  

A	  coordinating	  portal,	  giving	  an	  at-‐a-‐glance	  
view	  across	  the	  ELIXIR	  training	  landscape…	  
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TeSS:	  who	  is	  involved	  

•  Project	  initiated	  as	  part	  of	  ELIXIR-‐UK	  
•  next	  phase	  to	  continue	  as	  part	  of	  EU	  project	  EXCELERATE	  

•  Specific	  partners	  involved	  are: 	  	  

	  Node 	   	  Partner 	   	   	  	  
	  ELIXIR-‐UK 	  UoManchester 	   	  	  

	  ELIXIR-‐UK 	  UoOxford 	   	  	  

	  ELIXIR-‐CH 	  SIB 	   	   	   	   	  	  

	  ELIXIR-‐PT 	  IGC 	   	   	  	  

	  ELIXIR-‐NL 	  DTL/NBIC 	   	   	   	  	  
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TeSS:	  what	  it	  does	  

Aggregates Links Combines 

•  TeSS	  links	  to	  
training	  resources	  
from	  providers	  
•  it	  doesn’t	  store	  

materials	  
•  it	  isn’t	  a	  repository	  

•  TeSS	  combines	  
training	  resources	  
in	  bespoke	  ways	  
•  primarily	  via	  

packages	  &	  
workflows	  

•  TeSS	  aggregates	  
training	  resources	  
•  via	  mostly	  

automatic	  means	  
•  minimal	  manual	  

intervention	  

•  Some	  similar	  features	  to	  GOBLET’s	  portal	  
•  but	  important	  differences…	  
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TeSS:	  how	  it	  works	  
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TeSS:	  training	  portal	  
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TeSS	  &	  GOBLET:	  training	  portals	  

•  GOBLET	  is	  a	  repository	  of	  training	  resources,	  TeSS	  an	  
aggregator	  of	  training	  information	  (metadata)	  

•  they	  are	  closely	  coupled,	  complementary	  &	  work	  synergistically	  
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ELIXIR	  &	  GOBLET:	  joint	  training	  strategy	  

•  Published	  on	  ELIXIR	  &	  GOBLET	  websites,	  April	  2015,	  to	  
•  collaborate	  in	  the	  development	  of	  their	  training	  portals	  

•  collaborate	  on	  train-‐the-‐trainer	  &	  train-‐the-‐researcher	  activities	  

•  jointly	  explore	  training	  'accreditation'	  mechanisms	  

•  share	  best	  practices,	  standards	  &	  expertise	  

•  aiming	  to	  professionalise	  bioinformatics	  training	  
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eLearning Strategy  

ELIXIR-‐GOBLET:	  e-‐learning	  workshop,	  Slovenia	  

•  First	  joint	  workshop	  held	  in	  Ljubljana,	  September	  2015	  
•  to	  define	  an	  e-‐learning	  lingua	  franca	  

•  to	  write	  a	  white	  paper	  
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•  EMBER	  was	  an	  EU	  project,	  funded	  May	  2001	  to	  April	  2003	  	  
•  European	  Multimedia	  Bioinformatics	  Educational	  Resource	  

•  Aimed	  to	  develop	  a	  suite	  of	  teaching	  materials	  for	  UG	  &	  early	  
PG	  studies	  
•  a	  self-‐contained,	  Web-‐based	  practical	  +	  CD-‐ROM	  &	  a	  text-‐book!	  

•  introduction	  to	  bioinformatics	  –	  protein	  sequence/structure	  analysis	  

	  

	  

EMBER:	  www.ember.man.ac.uk	  
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EMBER:	  who	  was	  involved	  

•  Members	  of	  the	  EMBER	  Consortium	  were: 	  	  

	  Country 	  Partner 	   	  	  
	  UK 	   	  UoManchester 	   	  	  
	  CH 	   	  SIB 	   	   	   	  	  
	  NL 	   	  UoNijmegen 	   	  	  
	  NL 	   	  ETI 	  	  
	  PT 	   	  IGC 	   	   	   	  	  
	  UK 	   	  EBI	  
	  ZA 	   	  UoWestern	  Cape	  
	  CA 	   	  IMB	  
	  BE 	   	  UoBruxelles	  
	  TR 	   	  RIGEB 	   	   	   	  	  

	   	  	  
	  

-‐	  principal	  content	  provider	  

-‐	  principal	  technical	  developer	  
-‐	  principal	  evaluator	  

-‐	  principal	  evaluator	  
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EMBER:	  the	  VLE	  
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eBioKit	  
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BD2K	  
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BD2K	  goals	  

•  Improve	  data	  discoverability,	  accessibility	  &	  citability	  

•  Develop	  the	  methods,	  software	  &	  tools	  needed	  to	  analyse	  

biomedical	  Big	  Data	  

•  Support	  a	  data	  ecosystem	  	  

•  Enhance	  training	  necessary	  for	  biomedical	  Big	  Data	  science	  
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BD2K	  Funded	  programs	  

•  BD2K	  Centres	  (12)	  

•  Enhancing	  Training	  (22)	  
•  Resource	  Development	  (9)	  

•  Institutional	  Training	  (3)	  

•  Scientist	  Training	  &	  Career	  Development	  (9)	  

•  Enabling	  Educational	  Experiences	  (1)	  
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BD2K	  Training	  Coordination	  Centre	  (TCC)	  

$1.4	  million/year	  for	  3	  years	  
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TCC	  goal	  
	  

Narrow	  the	  gap	  between	  

availability	  of	  
biomedical	  big	  data	  	  

ability	  of	  biomedical	  
scientists	  to	  effectively	  
utilise	  such	  data	  	  
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BD2K	  –	  ERUDITE/BDU	  

•  Educational	  resource	  discovery	  index	  
•  a	  training	  portal	  

•  Facilitate	  discovery,	  access	  &	  citation	  educational	  resources	  
•  Building	  on	  BD2K-‐funded	  activities	  &	  educational	  materials	  

•  Update/ingestion	  
•  both	  active	  (curation,	  crowd-‐sourcing)	  &	  passive	  (programmatic)	  

•  Based	  on	  metadata	  standards	  

•  Personalisation	  
•  predictive,	  adaptive	  learning	  

Many	  synergies	  
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Fin	  mot	  

•  GOBLET	  &	  TeSS	  are	  training	  portals	  	  
•  unlike	  EMBER,	  they	  do	  not	  constitute	  e-‐learning	  

•  Fully-‐fledged	  e-‐learning	  resources	  
•  are	  expensive	  to	  create	  &	  hard	  to	  do	  well	  

•  require	  the	  right	  team,	  with	  the	  right	  (combination	  of)	  skills	  	  

•  subject-‐specific,	  pedagogical,	  design,	  technical	  

•  With	  this	  in	  mind,	  we	  should	  take	  care	  to	  use	  the	  term	  ‘e-‐
learning’	  consistently	  

•  &	  think	  very	  carefully	  what	  we	  want	  GOBLET	  to	  do	  under	  this	  label	  

•  &	  how	  we	  want	  that	  to	  fit	  with	  what	  ELIXIR	  &	  BD2K	  want	  to	  do…	  
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Thanks	  for	  your	  dogged	  attention!	  
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Royal	  Society:	  educational	  resource	  for	  schools	  
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www.elixir-‐europe.org	  
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Royal	  Society:	  bioinformatics	  game	  

Terri	  Attwood,	  ELIXIR-‐UK,	  	  
University	  of	  Manchester	  

Sickle	  cell	  anaemia	  and	  blood	  flow	  


